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Council Meeting Highlights: March 21 & 22, 2018 
 

The following items were considered by Council at its March meeting. 

 

Antimicrobial Resistance 

Council received a presentation on antimicrobial resistance from Dr. Manisha Mehrotra, Director of the Human 

Safety Division at the Veterinary Drugs Directorate at Health Canada and College Registrar and Chief Executive 

Officer Jan Robinson. The presentation helped Council to understand the new environment related to antimicrobial 

stewardship, given the change to prescription only use beginning this December. Council considered this important 

public health crisis during the development of policy direction on prescribing and dispensing in veterinary medicine. 

 

Prescribing, Dispensing, Extra Label Drug Use, and Compounding 

Following in-depth analysis which involved public consultation and input from the Prescribing and Dispensing 

Working group, Council reviewed new and revised standards on prescribing drugs, dispensing drugs, compounding, 

and extra-label drug use. Council decided to circulate each of these standards for public consultation this spring. 

 

Bee Medicine 

As part of its discussion on antimicrobial prescribing, Council discussed several unique circumstances, including the 

care of bees. The primary disease of concern for bees is known as American Foulbrood Disease. Historically, 

beekeepers have purchased oxytetracycline at stores dedicated to beekeeping, but this will not be possible after 

December 1, 2018. Council decided to provide exemptions for beekeepers to ensure they continue to have access to 

the antibiotic which supports safe honey production.  

 

College By-Laws 

Council reviewed input received during the public consultation on changes to the College By-Laws.  Council 

approved a revised version of the By-Laws. Thanks to all who provided feedback for consideration. 

 

Referral to Law Enforcement Agencies 

As part of its commitment to continue to enhance the College’s discipline process, Council also considered its policy 

for when a matter may be referred to law enforcement agencies. The College does have a role to play in relation to 

law enforcement. This policy clarifies when a situation is referred to law enforcement agencies, when the College 

releases information to law enforcement agencies, the process for accepting information from law enforcement 

agencies and the College’s cooperative agreement with the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario. 

 

Peer Review of Medical Records 

Council established the Peer Review of Medical Records as a mandatory component of the College’s Quality 

Assurance program. Medical record keeping is an area of risk, based on data the College has collected through 

investigations and resolutions, facility accreditation and peer review. As a mandatory program, the College has the 

opportunity to inspect medical records under the authority of the Registrar. 

 

 



Definition of Professionalism 

Council discussed and approved a definition of professionalism for veterinarians of Ontario. New opportunities for 

discussion on this topic are in development. 

 

Strategy 2020 

Council reviewed on update on the progress made during the first year of Strategy 2020, the College’s strategic plan. 

Council also approved tactics for year two which will include a public opinion survey, continued work of the 

legislative reform implementation advisory group, revision of the telemedicine standard, policy guidance on the 

proper handling and restraint of animals by veterinarians, and collaboration with regulatory colleagues to develop a 

national competencies framework for the veterinary profession. 

 

Public member completes term 

Council extended its gratitude to one of its long-serving public members, Mr. Murray Hunt, who has completed his 

six-year term on Council. His service and contribution has been greatly appreciated and he has made a meaningful 

difference to the regulation of veterinary medicine in Ontario. 

 

 


